Overcrowds

are not so already, when their feeling of unity overpowers
and submerges their attachment to their component race-
crowds. There is no reason even to desire an individual
to forget whether he is of British or Dutch origin. That
is an immaterial detail once the passion of the overcrowd
is stronger than that of the section. When that has been
brought about a nation exists; and the common ideal
once created is liable to grow into that kind of passion
which, as Mr. Tim Healy informed Mr. Winston Church-
ill, can be recognised when it shows itself to be "something
"that men willingly die for."

Patriotism is a very curious force and operates on indi-
viduals in all manner of unsuspected ways, so that the
moment that feeling or prejudice can be invoked in favour
of some object the tendency of the public will be to range
themselves on its side. The reader will be refreshed by
an absurd instance. I have before me the report of an
action brought against the sellers of certain oysters which
it was claimed were unfit for food. Counsel, to obtain
the help of prejudice on his side, as against the oysters,
emphatically asserted "that it was important that the
"public should know that they were only imported oysters
" and were not Natives"!

Leaving out of consideration for the moment the rela-
tion of patriotism to war, it may here be asserted that the
supreme value of that emotion is not in provoking hostil-
ity or resisting the rivalry of other countries, but in its
unifying, nation-making force. That man is virtuously
patriotic whose emotion, shared with and drawn from the
overcrowd, is much more powerful than the emotion
shared with and drawn from any subordinate crowd.
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